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Titles published by Pademelon Press
Are These Your Glasses?
NEW

Guides for both
teachers and parents

Classroom Resource

Gavin McCormack
Full Colour  •  40 Pages  •  Hardcover  •  $29.95
ISBN 9781876138462
Are These Your Glasses? tells the tale of Sergio, a lonely
penguin who is faced with many hurdles as he grows up.
Sergio is a champion against bullying. With his father as a
guide, he learns some valuable lessons. These lessons help
him to show great determination and strength as he tries to
find true friendship. The book has been designed to inspire
deep conversations within the classroom and home about what
it feels like to be excluded. It explains how we can overcome
   bullying with care and love.
The story of Sergio has the potential to educate children on a
variety of levels. It inspires deep conversations about what it
feels like to be excluded from a group and teaches children that
the gift of kindness is the greatest gift of all.
As Sergio embarks on his quest for love, the ‘Aurora Australis’
in the sky changes its colour depending on his emotional state.
This should allow those children who find it difficult to express their emotions in words to relate to Sergio’s situation.
The book has a strong moral focus with many fine details
and inferential clues within the beautiful illustrations which
can be great discussion starters with children. And to top it
all off, it has a beautiful ending.
Gavin McCormack is a primary school teacher based in
Sydney Australia who wants to make a difference. As a
child, he was bullied at school. The feeling
of the bullying he faced stayed with him well
into his adult life. After working with children
for almost 20 years, he has seen patterns
emerging, especially in those children who
are socially excluded. He decided to write this
book to eradicate social exclusion in primary
schools and to educate young people about the
long-term effects of bullying and exclusion.

www.pademelonpress.com.au
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Children’s Rights Learning Book

Deborah Harcourt
64 Pages  •  P/B  •  $18.95
ISBN 9781876138394
Children’s Rights Learning Book is the first book written by young
children for young children and teachers about rights.

‘… the need to take a more
active stance on children’s
participatory rights is
particularly important
when there are significant
changes in early childhood
education and care, including
the implementation of the
Early Years Learning
Framework which seeks
to embody these rights in
educators’ daily practice.
Children’s Rights Learning
Book is an inspirational
document that highlights
children’s sense of fairness
and concern for others.’
Dr Valerie Aloa,
Chair, Lillian deLissa
and Jean Denton
Scholarships Committee,
University of South Australia
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This project investigated whether the mandated rights under the
United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child are put into
action by educators in children’s everyday lives. As the project
progressed, it became more apparent that the children, who were
four and five years old, were constructing a set of rights that were
more closely connected to their lived experience of childhood than
the rhetorical rights as outlined in the Convention.
A book for teachers and the children they care for, it will provoke deep
thought in the reader.
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Titles published by Pademelon Press
Unearthing Why
Stories of thinking and learning with children

NEW

Jill McLachlan and Clare Britt
Full Colour  •  240 Pages  •  P/B  •  $64.95
ISBN 9781876138448
Unearthing Why is a collection of stories offering a distinct and
hopeful outlook for the future of education. Each chapter invites you
to consider the complexity and beauty of children’s capacity to learn,
think and be together. Jill McLachlan and Clare Britt’s retellings of
their experiences learning alongside children in prior-to-school and
primary school-based contexts will gently, and compellingly, invite
you to join them in considering the deep purposes of education —
questioning the ‘whys’, just below the surface, that inform ‘what’ and
‘how’ you teach. Perhaps, as they have, you will find yourself looking
beneath the surface of your everyday and begin (or continue in) asking
questions that lead you towards new and optimistic ways of being
with children and living out your teaching with a new measure of
dignity and joy.

‘This book has great potential to
contribute to and extend the
conversations around the inspirations
from the educational project of Reggio
Emilia. The context of the early years
of school offers rich possibilities for
dialogue amongst those teachers who
might have considered themselves to
be outside the “Reggio space”. This is a
welcome contribution, and one that will
no doubt be relevant to contexts outside
the Australian one.’
Dr Stefania Giamminuti is a lecturer in
Early Childhood Education,
Curtin University
(WA, Australia)

‘What a treat to have such a rich contribution to the ongoing
international conversation about co-researching, teaching, and
learning with children. Challenging the notion that curriculum
“comes first”, and children follow dutifully, the authors foreground
children as active, purposeful protagonists in their own learning.
The authors have positioned themselves in a context informed by
thinkers such as Malaguzzi, Dahlberg and Rinaldi. Connections to
the provocations from the educators in Reggio Emilia are threaded
inconspicuously throughout the shared narratives. This beautifully
presented narrative research will be an inspiration for those seeking
to pursue humane and intellectually respectful forms of teaching
and learning alongside children.’
Alma Fleet, Honorary Associate Professor, Macquarie University
(NSW, Australia)

www.pademelonpress.com.au
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Includes
Teaching Notes

Liam’s Story:

Classroom Resource

So why do I wear Dad’s medals?

NEW

Marg Baber, Madeline Fussell and Kim Porter
Full Colour  •  52 Pages  •  P/B  •  $24.95
ISBN 9781876138431
Liam’s Story is a true story and the people in the pictures are
the real characters in the story. Liam’s Story deals with the
feelings experienced by one young boy, whose father was killed
on active duty in a recent conflict, as he goes about his day on
ANZAC Day. As well as exploring empathy and resilience in
young readers, it explains a difficult concept such as war and
the effect it has on children and families.
The book is designed to be read on three levels. If reading to a
very young child, you can simply read the text in the yellow banner across the top of the page. If reading to a slightly older child,
that yellow banner text flows into the text beneath it in the blue
section of the page. The addition of the fact boxes make it an
ideal learning resource as well as these link in with the early
primary history and social sciences curriculum.
Extension activities and teaching notes are available on our
website as a resource for educators and families. Liam’s
Story is based on research conducted by the authors
through the University of New England.

‘We live in a world where the consequences of war are all
around us; where families and children who have been
traumatised by violence live in our street and attend our
schools. As educators, parents, friends, community
members we can support children and families; we can
show that we acknowledge their experiences, empathise
with their struggle and believe in their ability
to stay strong and build happy lives despite
the trauma. In a perfect world, children would
never have to face the loss of a parent. In our
less than perfect world, we need resources
such as this book to make us aware, and to
help us think what we might do to help make
this world we live in a little better.’
Margaret Sims, Professor of Early Childhood,
University of New England
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EYLF SERIES
Documentation and the Early Years Learning Framework
Researching in Reggio Emilia and Australia

NEW

Jan Milikan and Stefania Giamminuti
104 Pages  •  P/B  •  $39.95
ISBN 9781876138370
Rich in enticing images and learning experiences from early years settings
in Reggio Emilia (Italy) and Australia, Documentation and the Early Years
Learning Framework offers students, researchers and professionals in
early childhood education and care deep provocations for considering the
many possibilities and intents of Documentation. Jan Millikan and Stefania
Giamminuti bring to this publication their unique experiences, constructed
over decades of research and engagement with the educational project of
Reggio Emilia (Italy).

This book embodies the hopes for the Early Years Learning Framework
that the national consortium and the Council of Australian Government’s
Working Party brought to its development. Jan and Stefania provide a
wonderful example of what it means to engage deeply
with the EYLF and to bring it into conversation with other
ideas and traditions in ways that invigorate and stretch
our collective imaginations, and pedagogical ambitions
and practices. It is work such as this that breathes life
into the EYLF and makes it a learning framework that we
can all ‘own’ and feel proud of as we continue to explore
its possibilities.
[From the Foreword] Jennifer Sumsion, Foundation
Professor of Early Childhood Education, Charles Sturt
University (NSW, Australia)
This book clearly links the Early Years Learning
Framework and pedagogical documentation.
However it goes beyond simplistic understandings
of both, creating an understanding that neither are
mundane, instead rich and flexible driving thinking,
curriculum and philosophy. It embraces the notion
that the EYLF is not a set of rules, and neither is
pedagogical documentation simply a present for
families at the end of the year. A great eye-opener
for early childhood professionals.
Janet Roberston, Outdoor Teacher,
Mia Mia Child and Family Study Centre,
Macquarie University (Sydney, Australia)

www.pademelonpress.com.au
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EYLF SERIES
Social Inclusion and The Early Years Learning Framework (EYLF)
A Way of Working
EYLF

Social Inclusion
and the Early Years Learning Framework

a way of working

Margaret Sims

Contents
Introduction
Chapter One It all starts with values
Children’s development is fairly standard
Exclusion
Fixing
Ignoring
Valuing
Link to the EYLF
Chapter Two Beginning the planning
The importance of relationships
Beginning with strengths
A rights perspective in assessment
Link to the EYLF

Margaret Sims
80 Pages  •  P/B  •  $39.95
ISBN 9781876138332

The Early Years Learning Framework (EYLF) is the first national
framework for Australian early years professionals. The framework
emphasises being, belonging and becoming. It argues that belonging
— having relationships and a place in people’s lives — is essential
for wellbeing. Children need to be, to explore and make their own
meanings of the world as they learn and grow, participate in society
and become who they are to be.
In Social Inclusion, the author states that ‘The Early Years Learning
Framework requires us to think about our work with children and
the learning opportunities we offer. Our work needs to be grounded
in secure, loving and respectful relationships (between us and the
children), and true partnerships with parents. We hold high
expectations for each child and understand that equity means we
offer whatever support is necessary to enable each child to succeed
(and recognise that the support we offer will be different for each
child). In this way we demonstrate not only a respect for diversity, but
a valuing of diversity. In reality all children are different and we work
with children in ways that value their uniqueness.’
This book aims to walk you through a way of working that honours the
principles of the EYLF and it doesn’t matter if you are working with a
child who is identified as having additional needs or a child who is not
identified in that way.

Chapter Three Implementing our plans
Link to the EYLF
Chapter Four Planning in the home
Link to the EYLF
The final word
Reference Lisl
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EYLF SERIES
Sustainability and The Early Years
Learning Framework (EYLF)
Sue Elliott
80 Pages  •  P/B  •  $39.95
ISBN 9781876138417
As momentum around early childhood education for sustainability
has built over the last decade, it is evident that starting sustainably in
early childhood is not only possible, but also necessary. For children,
families and educators to collaboratively construct sustainable early
child communities is the goal and this can be facilitated by
implementing the EYLF through a lens of sustainability.

Contents
Introduction
Chapter One
Why sustainability matters?
Chapter Two
Reinterpreting the three B’s
Chapter Three
Key principles of education
for sustainability
Chapter Four
Education for sustainability in practice:
Five stories from the field
Chapter Five
Creating journeys of change
Chapter Six
Overview of current initiatives
and resources
Conclusion
Reference List

In this publication Chapter 1 offers a compelling rationale for
engaging in education for sustainability as a stimulus for reflection
about underpinning values and ethics. Such reflection is a critical
aspect of beginning a sustainability journey and may occur individually and/or collectively over time in early child communities. There is
potential for further deepening this reflection by reviewing the three
B’s (Belonging Being Becoming) and how they might be reinterpreted
from a sustainability perspective. The key message is that the Earth
as a natural physical context as well as the human socio-cultural
contexts inform and impact on the belongings, beings and becomings
of young children. In Chapter 3, the focus is on the key principles of
education for sustainability and how these might map to the EYLF
pedagogical principles, practices and outcomes. There are many
alignments to be highlighted suggesting a pedagogical advantage
for early childhood educators keen to embrace education for sustainability. Practice is frequently a focus of discussion in sustainability and
in Chapter 4 links are evident between illustrative practice scenarios
and the principles and outcomes of the EYLF.
The final chapters offer early childhood educators the possibility of
creating journeys of change towards sustainability. Viewing the EYLF
through a lens of sustainability may inspire beginnings or reinvigorate
ongoing thinking, acting and relating for sustainability (Kemmis, 2009)
and two journeys of change are documented in Chapter 5. Such journeys
require resourcing and there are a number of initiatives and resources
documented in Chapter 6 that offer information and support.
Reflecting on and implementing the EYLF from a sustainability
perspective is a critical starting point for every early childhood
community.

www.pademelonpress.com.au

9

Conversations
Behind Early Childhood Pedagogical Documentation
BEST
SELLER

Alma Fleet, Catherine Patterson and Janet Robertson
344 Pages  •  P/B  •  $89.95
ISBN 9781876138387
This is the new book edited by Alma Fleet, Catherine Patterson and
Janet Robertson, Conversations: Behind early childhood pedagogical
documentation. Following on from the very popular Insights: Behind
early childhood pedagogical documentation, this book continues
the conversations.

eBook

‘Conversations is original in that the complexities of contemporary theory
and critical pedagogy are presented with a “practical” confidence that
immediately engages the reader. The grouping of chapters into sections from
“opening the conversations” to “disrupting the conversations”accompanied
by thoughtful and provocative responses, provides a range of entry points.
Throughout, the authors write about and around the concept of pedagogical
documentation, each from a new perspective and each offering varying
levels of engagement which should appeal to a wide audience.’
Diti Hill, Senior Lecturer, Faculty of Education, University of Auckland,
New Zealand

‘The ideas and concepts surrounding pedagogical documentation have
been, for many, vague, slippery and hard to pin-down … This book teaches
us to listen, speak, interpret, think, reflect as well as record the interactions
between us, materials, representations and environments and space.
Always, the aim is to enhance learning in a respectful way which honours
and values what all the participants bring to the situation … By drillingdown into particular episodes of teaching and learning through each chapter,
we see how the adults learn and teach and how the children teach and
learn. This simultaneous meaning-making is laid bare through in-depth
analyses of children’s actions, words and deliberations; seeing children
and adults as active citizens in their shared learning spaces.’
Taken from the foreword of this book by Iram Siraj-Blatchford,
Professor of Education, Institute of Education, University of London
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BEST
SELLER

Program Planning for Infants and Toddlers
In Search of Relationships
Margaret Sims and Teresa Hutchins
480 Pages  •  P/B  •  $89.95
ISBN 9781876138424
This book is designed as a resource for students and caregivers of infants
and toddlers in group settings. It aims to support the curricula of both New
Zealand — Te Whariki, and Australia — Early Years Learning Framework,
with particular reference to how these curricula relate to children three
years and under. Each one of the nine chapters includes the relevant goals/
outcomes from these curricula, links to the NQF, learning objectives for the
chapter and reflective exercises that assist the reader in integrating and
applying the theoretical concepts.
Contents

SECOND REVISED
EDITION includes
EYLF, NQS and
Te Whariki

Chapter One examines the broad context of infant and toddler development.
How beliefs about the value, needs and rights of women and very young
children have influenced the development of professional caregiving and its
evolution throughout history.
Chapter Two looks at the latest neurological research that has been so
influential in the bringing of infant and toddler care to the attention of
politicians, in particular attachment. Research now shows the significant
impact attachment has on children’s biology and validates the importance
of relationships.

Chapter Three examines the importance of building
partnerships with parents and the role of the child care
service in building supportive communities.
Chapter Four describes a process for planning programs
for infants and toddlers centred on strengths, interests
and rights of the individual child and families.
Chapter Five examines in detail the influence of the
physical and human environment within the child care
setting on infant and toddler development. In addition it
highlights the importance of high-quality human
environments that are characterised by responsive,
respectful and reciprocal caregiving.
Chapter Six examines the importance of attachment as
the foundation for social and emotional development,
specifically detailing the way in which caregivers can use
the caregiving, attachment and play framework to foster

the development of meaningful and trusting relationships
between children and caregivers.
Chapter Seven examines the way in which the child care
program responds to and fosters children’s physical
development whilst taking into consideration the diverse
sleep and nutritional needs of infants and toddlers.
Chapter Eight examines approaches to cognitive and
language development and how the infant and toddler
program can integrate these different approaches to
provide a stimulating and challenging environment for
infants and toddlers.
Chapter Nine discusses factors that may lead infants
and toddlers to have additional needs and how caregivers
can work towards the goal of inclusion and best respond
to these needs.

www.pademelonpress.com.au
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Talkin’ Up and Speakin’ Out
Aboriginal and Multicultural Voices in Early Childhood
Edited by Miriam Giugni and Kerry Mundine
Full Colour  •  304 Pages  •  P/B  •  $89.95
ISBN 9781876138318

Contents
Introduction
Constellation 1
Indigenous/Whiteness
Constellation 2
Gender/Sexuality
Constellation 3
Ethnicity/Language
Constellation 4
Ability
Constellation 5
Refugees
Constellation 6
Spitituality/Religion

Aboriginal (Indigenous) and multicultural issues are a most significant  
part of everyday early childhood curriculum in Australia. When early
childhood curriculum is inclusive, focused on diversity and difference,
and politically engaged, then social justice is possible. This book is the
result of many experiences and conversations between the early childhood educators who have inscribed its pages with their yarns, stories
and narratives. These examples of everyday practice show where they
have struggled and at times succeeded in acting differently to tackle
issues of social justice. The writers in this book follow in the footsteps
of a number of early childhood activists who have enabled an ongoing
conversation about social justice in everyday early childhood education. This book is written by a diverse range of people so it is suitable
for a diverse audience. Each story in this book is written by an early
childhood educator or early childhood activist including untrained,
two-year TAFE trained, university qualified new graduates, and highly
experienced early childhood educators. The stories in this book are
not necessarily academic engagement with theories but instead
a response to how early childhood educators used the work of
researchers in practice.
Talkin’ Up and Speakin’ Out is an important resource in supporting the
principles of respectful relationships, equity, and respect for diversity
emphasised in the The Early Years Learning Framework. These
principles underpin the practice of cultural competence, a holistic
approach and responsiveness to children outlined in the document.
It encourages a learning environment that is inclusive giving children
a strong sense of identity — of being and belonging; and the opportunity
to become confident and involved learners who are good communicators
and contribute to their world.

Poem - Finding my way —
Leonie McNamara
Conclusion
Talkin’ Up and Speakin’ Out: Activism and
politics in early childhood education for
equity and social justice
— Miriam Giugni
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The Outdoor Playspace Naturally

BEST
SELLER

For Children Birth to Five Years
Sue Elliott
Full Colour  •  224 Pages  •  P/B  •  $89.95
ISBN 9781876138271
The Outdoor Playspace Naturally arose from concerns shared by the
editor and contributing authors about children’s playspaces in early
childhood services in Australia. It reveals their concerns and offers
guidance and information to early childhood educators, centre
co-ordinators, management committees, designers and all those
involved in the provision of early childhood services.
We can do better for children than quick fix, generic and synthetic playspaces and this publication provides the foundation for creating natural,
dynamic and engaging playspaces. At its heart, the creation of a natural
playspace is a collaborative venture between children, parents and staff
that is locally vital and evolves over time. The inspiring photographs and
case studies well illustrate the potential.
The authors of this publication are committed to change - change that
will improve children’s outdoor play opportunities, health, well being,
connections with nature and promote education for sustainability.
Contents
Chapter One Designing natural playspaces: principles by Ric McConaghy
Chapter Two Designing natural playspaces: processes by Ric McConaghy
Chapter Three Creating specific features to foster nature connections
by Tracy Young
Chapter Four How do natural playspaces meet developmental needs and
interests? by Kerry Rogers
Chapter Five Standards and stones by Barbara Champion
Chapter Six Making natural playspaces more accessible to children with
disabilities by Mary Jeavons
Chapter Seven Planning for children in natural playspaces
by Michelle Hocking
Chapter Eight Early childhood centre case studies from Australia
by Sue Elliott
Chapter Nine International perspectives on natural playspaces
by Joanne Sorensen, Sue Vaealiki, Tracy Young

www.pademelonpress.com.au
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Early Childhood Education and Care
A Sociocultural approach
Susan Edwards
104 Pages  •  P/B  •  $39.95
ISBN 9781876138301
Early Childhood Education and Care: A sociocultural approach
celebrates the ideas of children, families and teachers. Drawn from
research conducted with preschool teachers from the City of Casey,
Victoria, Australia, this book highlights how sociocultural theory can
be used in practice.
The City of Casey has one of the highest populations of children aged
0-4 in Australia. In a commitment to best practice, the City of Casey
Managed Kindergartens embarked on a research project to develop
new understandings of children’s development.

Contents
Foreword
List of contributors
Introduction
Developing Early Childhood Education
and Care: A sociocultural approach
Chapter 1
Theoretical and philosophical informants
to early childhood education and care
Chapter 2
Beliefs and values in Early Childhood
Education and Care
Chapter 3
Principles of practice
- Development and learning
- Observing for learning
- Planning, pedagogy and play
- Professional learning and reflection
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Early Childhood Education and Care: A sociocultural approach traces
the development of this project and, through teacher examples and
commentary, shows how ideas from sociocultural theory can be and
are realised in practice. This text provides a strong introduction to
the key ideas emerging from sociocultural theory. It is suitable for
students, trainee teachers and practitioners interested in extending
their thinking around key approaches to early childhood education
and care, including observations, and programming and planning.
In the words of Marilyn Fleer, who wrote the Foreword for this
interesting book:

‘Sociocultural or cultural-historical theory has provided a useful
framework for teachers, researchers and policy developers to imagine
new and different possibilities for early childhood education. As a
profession we have for too long recycled our practices and beliefs.
Many of these practices and beliefs are Western in their origin.
However, Australia is a culturally and linguistically diverse community
and many early childhood practices may not be culturally relevant for
all children and their families. The teachers who participated in the
research that sits under this important book have questioned many
common assumptions and practices for their cultural bias and have
developed new approaches and tools.’

www.facebook.com/PademelonPress

Dancing With Reggio Emilia

BEST
SELLER

Metaphors for Quality
Stefania Giamminuti.
Foreword by Jerome Bruner. Epilogue by Claudia Giudici
ISBN 9781876138387  •  P/B   •  $114.95

This is a book about the philosophical
basis of a mode of early, preschool
education. But that philosophical basis
is not only set forth abstractly but
explicated concretely by well observed
examples of the daily life of those
preschools. I happen to be a cittadino
honorario of Reggio Emilia. And I
confess that I am further honoured by
the appearance of this book. For it brings
that city and its pedagogical efforts into
a universal context that honours us all.
[from the Foreword] Jerome Bruner,
University Professor, New York
University, NYC (USA)

Stefania Giamminuti spent six months researching in the municipal
infant–toddler centres and schools of Reggio Emilia, Italy. Her unique
experiences are vividly recounted in this rich book, with its seductive
images and lyrical storytelling drawing the reader into daily events
in these world-renowned places for young children. The voices and
contexts of children, teachers, atelieriste, pedagogiste, and families in
Reggio Emilia come alive in this important and impressive book — an
invitation to encounter the beauty and complexity of this exceptional
social and cultural project of early education. Stefania proposes a
new key for interpreting the educational project of Reggio Emilia in
international contexts by exploring the ‘local values’ that emerged
through her observation of life in Nido Arcobaleno and Scuola Pablo
Neruda and relating these to ‘connective values’ to inform the
philosophy, policy and practice of early childhood education and
care internationally. Stefania engages with the construct of ‘quality’
in early childhood education and care, proposing new approaches to
theorising quality as a metaphor and complex cultural and
value-laden construct.

Your book stands out in that it gives a genuine feeling for the
schools and the community while also speaking to the already
published literature.
Howard Gardner, Hobbs Professor of Cognition and Education,
Harvard Graduate School of Education (USA).

As I read this book, the story emerged of a special educational project, seen and narrated through the eyes of a
researcher who has positioned herself as a listener and observer of daily events in the municipal infant–toddler
centres and ‘schools of childhood’ of Reggio Emilia. Stefania has narrated the possible which this experience
attempts to bear witness to, proposing education as a primary and inalienable right of all children throughout
the world.
[from the Epilogue] Claudia Giudici, President, Preschools and Infant—toddler Centres —
Istituzione of the Municipality of Reggio Emilia

www.pademelonpress.com.au
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Theorising Early Childhood Practice
Emerging Dialogues
Edited by Linda Keesing-Styles and Helen Hedges
289 Pages  •  P/B  •  $69.95
ISBN 9781876138264
Early childhood education is a collaborative undertaking. Mutual
interests and concerns and joint efforts are hallmarks of the field.
This volume represents a new form of collective venture: writers from
Australia and Aotearoa/New Zealand teaming up and joining forces to
write about current issues critical to the sector.

02pages_245mmx172mm

5/11/06

11:19 AM

Each chapter represents a trans-Tasman dialogue between the authors.
In the process, it has become very evident that, despite the cultural
and policy differences between the two countries, we share many
common approaches and philosophies and are working towards
some mutually relevant initiatives. The dialogues that emerge provide
challenges to the broader international context of early childhood
practice, professionalism theory, policy, curriculum and pedagogy.
Therefore, equally, we anticipate that the challenges and provocations
included in this volume will offer food for thought to ensure that
dialogue on these issues continues both beyond the reading of this
book and beyond the geographical boundaries of its authors.
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Section Two

The overall themes that we as editors identified for the book to provide
some threads of continuity were:
• images of children
• children’s rights and advocacy for children
• policy decisions, political winds and effects on early childhood
provision
• ethical issues
• partnerships with parents; and unique early childhood
perspectives
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Sandy Farquhar

Emerging Dialogues:
Ann
Hatherly
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on Diversity and Inclusion
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Chapter 8

Critical Issues for the
Early Childhood Profession
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Helen Aitken • Anne Kennedy
Chapter 11

Introduction
Every chapter in this book is concerned with professional issues. As
authors of a chapter specifically on professionalism, we were challenged
to consider the focus for our chapter. In order to determine this, we used
our own experiences and canvassed those of a small group of early childhood educators who work in a range of early childhood professional
services in Aotearoa/New Zealand and Australia. We asked these eight
professionals for their written response to the following questions:
• What does it mean to be an early childhood professional?
• What are the issues or challenges which you face as an early childhood professional?
The answers to such broad questions raised many different ideas and
topics. In the final determination of what would be addressed in this
chapter we selected those matters which have held our attention as
researchers and teaching professionals and which we believe from our
canvassing efforts are shared concerns for others involved with early
childhood education. Further, some reflections from these educators are
included in this chapter to highlight how professional issues impact on
professional lives.
The chapter is divided into two areas. In the first, the issues surrounding
professional identities are discussed. These matters are included because

Challenges for Leadership in
Aotearoa/New Zealand and Australian
Early Childhood Contexts
Lyn Fasoli • Cushla Scrivens • Christine Woodrow

Introduction
There are many challenges currently confronting early childhood
leadership in Aotearoa/New Zealand and Australia. Many of these
challenges derive from the historical positioning of early childhood over
time. Others are produced by, or emerge from, significant changes in the
political, social and policy contexts of both nations. Some of these
challenges are shared by Aotearoa/New Zealand and Australia, some
are unique, and some, whilst shared, manifest in different ways, or have
different implications.
At an international level, there are a number of influences that are
shaping the rhetoric, policy and practice of early childhood, particularly
in OECD (Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development)
countries. For example, the work of McCain and Mustard (1999) on the
importance of early childhood experience in life trajectories, and the
example of the massive investment in the early years by the British
government, are being taken up in policy and practice in a variety of
ways that reflect the particular political will and social context of both
Aotearoa/New Zealand and Australia. In both countries, a burgeoning
early childhood research evidence base (Cullen, 2003; Dockett &
Sumsion, 2004) is fuelling change and reform initiatives; for example,
the Aotearoa/New Zealand Competent Child Longitudinal Study (Wylie,
Thompson & Lythe, 2004) and the Longitudinal Study of Australian
Children (Australian Research Alliance for Children & Youth, 2004).
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In addition, three more themes emerged from the shared concerns of
the chapter authors:
• changing theoretical perspectives, from developmental to
• sociocultural from modern to post modern and post-structural
• issues related to roles, responsibilities and identities that arise from
growing professionalism in the sector and
• the role of early childhood education in promoting socially
just practices
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Visions of Creativity in Early Childhood
Connecting Theory, Practice and Reflection
Joy Lubawy
Full Colour  •  264 Pages  •  P/B  •  $79.95
ISBN 9781876138295
First printed in 2009 and reprinted in the same year, this book has been
an outstanding success. It is both informative and easy to read as the
author uses real-life stories so that the reader may share with her
reflections on the ways we can encourage children’s creativity. Using
Howard Gardner’s Theory of Multiple Intelligence as the framework and
blending her thoughts with the ideas from Reggio Emilia and the
Emergent Curriculum school of thought, this book connects philosophy,
theories and practice.
Joy Lubawy is a storyteller. In Visions of Creativity she uses the real-life
stories from her 30 years as Teacher/ Director in Australian early childhood centres so that the reader may share with her reflections on the
ways we can encourage children’s creativity. Joy has used Howard
Gardner’s Theory of Multiple Intelligence as the framework of the book
so that creativity is now seen not only as being for the artists and
performers, but for every child. She has blended her thoughts and
stories with responses to ideas from Reggio Emilia as well as other
writers from the Emergent Curriculum school of thought.

Contents
This book has a very expansive Table of Contents which has been reduced here to chapter headings only. Each
chapter contains a definition of the chapter title, stories and examples from the classroom and implications.
Chapter One
Exploring visual and aesthetic dimensions

Chapter Six
Exploring linguistic dimensions

Chapter Two
Exploring musical and rhythmic dimensions

Chapter Seven
Exploring interpersonal dimensions

Chapter Three
Exploring kinaesthetic dimensions

Chapter Eight
Exploring intrapersonal dimensions

Chapter Four
Exploring mathematical and logical dimensions

Chapter Nine
Programming, planning, evaluation and documentation

Chapter Five
Exploring naturalist dimensions

www.pademelonpress.com.au
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Reflections
Reggio Emilia Principles Within Australian Contexts
Jan Millikan
160 Pages  •  P/B  •  $49.95
ISBN 9781876138149
The first Australian book on Reggio Emilia principles and the impact
they have upon Australian Early Childhood Services. An excellent
introduction for early childhood practitioners and students to the
teaching principles of Reggio Emilia and the implications for care and
education of young children in Australia. Central to the book’s success
is a synthesis of a number of discussions involving educators across
Australia. Stories contributed by early childhood practitioners share
individual responses to implementing Reggio Emilia principles within
a variety of settings and across age groups.

The Magic of Relaxation
Tai Chi & Visualisation Exercises for Young Children
Patrice Thomas
96 Pages  •  P/B  •  $34.95
ISBN 9781876138122
This book combines gentle exercises, progressive relaxation and
visualisation techniques suitable for all children. Gentle exercises
promote strength, flexibility, suppleness, coordination and good
posture. Relaxation techniques teach children the value of stillness
and how to enjoy being calm, quiet and inwardly reflective. Most
importantly, relaxation and Tai Chi are non-competitive, nurturing
techniques that children of all ages can enjoy.

Endorsed by
Early Childhood Australia
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Contents
Foreword
Introduction
Chapter 1 Transforming stress in young children
Chapter 2 Getting started
Chapter 3 Gentle tai chi exercises
Chapter 4 Relaxation and visualisation
Chapter 5 Creative expression
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Learning Literacies Birth to Three
Positive Approaches for Early Childhood Educators
Laurie Makin and Susan Spedding
176 Pages  •  P/B  •  $69.95
ISBN 9781876138349
Literacy learning begins at birth as young children participate in the social
practices of their homes and communities. Children who love music,  
books and stories; who enjoy drawing, painting and writing; who are at
home with new technologies; and who interact confidently and comfortably with others, are greatly advantaged, not just in school-based literacy,
but throughout their lives.
Despite international recognition of the importance of early education, in
particular, of the experiences and opportunities provided in the first three
years of children’s lives, most publications designed to assist early childhood educators in supporting literacy learning focus on older children.
There has been little specifically related to literacy birth to three.

Contents
Why birth to three?
Why literacies birth to three?
What principles of teaching and learning underpin this book?
How can we monitor the literacy learning of children birth to three?
How is this book organised?
Chapter One
Interacting with others
Chapter Two
Engaging with texts
Chapter Three
Languages of self-expression
Chapter Four
Symbols, patterns and mark-making

The authors present information about the early literacy learning of
babies, toddlers, and young children (‘What We Know’). They offer many
practical strategies (‘What We Can Do’) to support and monitor early
literacy learning, and provide resources that can be used to develop
partnerships with families. Literacies not only represents reading and
comprehension, but in this modern age, literacies also refers to mobile
phones, email, twitter, facebook, YouTube, as well as writing, music,
rhymes and rhythms, drama and storytelling, drawing, painting, acting
and dancing, as well as non-verbal communication such as gestures, and
signing — any method for interacting and communicating with other people.

Learning Literacies Birth to Three is a must-have book for everyone with
an interest in early literacy education — policy makers, university and
vocational teachers, early childhood service providers, and staff in early
learning centres and family day care. Educators responsible for implementing Belonging, Being & Becoming: The Early Years Framework for
Australia (DEEWR, 2009) will find it especially valuable. Includes documentation pages to print out and share a child’s experience with families.

Chapter Five
Information communication
technologies (ICT) and early
literacy earning
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Starting School
A Handbook for Early Childhood Educators
Sue Dockett and Bob Perry
224 Pages  •  P/B  •  $49.95
ISBN 9781876138246
Starting School, and the companion volume for families, Our Family
is Starting School, emphasises the importance of relationships and
of people working together. The authors believe that families, educators and communities working together for the benefit of children is
a particularly positive way to encourage children to feel special, as if
they belong within a community, and develop an eagerness to engage
with school and education.

Contents
Chapter 1 Starting school
Chapter 2 The importance of a positive
start to school transition programs
Chapter 3 An ecological model
Chapter 4 Thinking about readiness
Chapter 5 Relationships
Chapter 6 Planning transitions: people
Chapter 7 Planning transitions: processes
Chapter 8 Establish collaborative teams
Chapter 9 Identify a transition coordinator
Chapter 10 Facilitate regular meetings
and assess current practices in transition
Chapter 11 Setting goals
Chapter 12 Generate ideas for
transition activities
Chapter 13 Create a transition timeline
Chapter 14 Identify issues or concerns
Chapter 15 Revise ideas and timelines
Chapter 16 Implement transition practices
Chapter 17 Assess, evaluate and revise
Chapter 18 Planning transitions: structures
Chapter 19 Beyond transition
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This book is organised into five sections. The first section highlights
the importance of a positive start to school and introduces the Guidelines for Effective Transition to School Programs developed with the
aid of research from the Starting School Research Project, which is
based at the University of Western Sydney, Australia. This section also
introduces two of the contentious issues related to starting school:
readiness and age. It asks who or what it is that needs to be ready and
suggests that some of the focus on starting school age could be more
productively redirected to ensuring that schools are the best possible
learning environments for all children who are eligible.
The next three sections of the book are about planning transition
programs. In each section there are some specific examples of practice
that support the development, implementation and evaluation of
effective transition programs.
The final section of the book is brief but significant. It is titled ‘Beyond
Transition’ and signifies that while the transition to school is important,
so too is what happens at school. Educators, families, children, other
professionals and community members are encouraged to continually
engage in discussions about teaching and learning, about pedagogy
and practice within early education settings-be they prior-to-school
or school settings.
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Our Family is Starting School
A Handbook for Parents and Carers
Bob Perry and Sue Dockett
112 Pages  •  P/B  •  $29.95
ISBN 9781876138254
Starting school is an important time for all concerned. For many
children and families, along with the excitement goes a sense of
anxiety, a sense of not being exactly sure what will happen and what
school will be like. This book results from the hundreds of workshops
and discussion groups conducted by the authors for families as part
of the Starting School Research Project based at the University of
Western Sydney.

Contents
Chapter 1 Starting out
Chapter 2 What are the most
frequently asked questions about
transition to school?
Chapter 3 What should we look for
in a school?
Chapter 4 Is my child ready for school?
Chapter 5 How should my child be
prepared for starting school?
Chapter 6 How should my family be
prepared for starting school?
Chapter 7 Communicating with
the school
Chapter 8 Being a part of
transition programs
Chapter 9 Off to school

Suggestions are given about what to look for in a school as well as
discussing issues related to readiness. It aims to move away from a
simplified view of readiness that is based on age and suggests that
the context in which the move to school takes place is important. It
also recognises that parents know their children remarkably well and,
while it encourages them to seek as much information and advice as
is possible about their child’s move to school, it urges parents to trust
their own knowledge. This book highlights many things families can do
to support their child’s transition to school and suggests strategies for
communicating with the school and for becoming actively engaged in
transition to school programs that seek to make the transition
smooth and positive for all concerned. As in the companion volume
for educators, Starting School: A Handbook for Educators, the authors
are keen to emphasise the importance of relationships and of people
working together for the benefit of the child.
While this book is written primarily for families, it will be of interest to
educators and early childhood students as well as it highlights many
of the issues of interest and concern for families about the transition
to school.

www.pademelonpress.com.au
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Training Outside School Hours Care Staff
Before School, After School and Vacation Care
Roberta L Newman, Adapted for Australia by Marli Traill –
Community Child Care Assoc. – Vic.
96 Pages  •  P/B  •  $49.95
ISBN 9781876138238
Training Outside School Hours Care Staff was created in response to
requests from OSHC Coordinators. Training more and more new staff
is a challenging task as the sector grows. In preparation for creating
this handbook, the author Roberta Newman surveyed a sampling of
OSHC Coordinators to identify what Coordinators want new staff to
understand and keep in mind as they begin and continue their work.
The topics explored in this handbook reflect what Coordinators said
they want staff to know about:
• how to understand and respond to children’s needs, interests
and concerns
• how to build positive relationships with children
• how to plan for a successful first day
• how to provide safe, effective supervision
• how to develop and maintain effective service guidelines and limits
• how to plan and implement activities children will enjoy
• how to manage conflicts among children and
• how to make families feel welcome, and more
Training Outside School Hours Care Staff is designed as a tool for
school-age co-ordinators who often have limited resources and
time to devote to staff training. With this in mind, each section of the
handbook provides interactive questions and scenarios staff can work
through independently. Even though staff can use this handbook on
their own, it encourages them to share their answers to study
questions and other ideas with a supervisor or a mentor as many of
the study questions ask staff to think about how they could use the
information in their own service. Otherwise, they may not succeed in
using the tools in this handbook in ways which are best suited to
your service.
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Insights
Behind Early Childhood Pedagogical Documentation

eBook

Edited by Alma Fleet, Catherine Patterson and Janet Robertson
396 Pages  •  P/B  •  $69.95
ISBN 9781876138356
With an eclectic mix of well known authors and equally well known
respondents, this is an essential resource for those wanting to
articulate ideas and thinking about pedagogical documentation.
Insights is available as the WHOLE  E-BOOK or INDIVIDUAL E-CHAPTERS.
It is PDF format so you can read it on any computer (does not require
a specific e-reader).
Buy the whole book for $69.95 (19 Chapters and Responses) or
buy chapters of your choice.
You can buy a bundle of chapters:
Buy 1 eChapter for $8.00
Buy 3 eChapters for $17.00
Buy 7 eChapters for $35.00
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From Lullabies to Literature
Stories In The Lives of Infants and Toddlers
Jennifer Birckmayer, Anne Kennedy and Anne Stonehouse
Full Colour  •  150 Pages  •  P/B  •  $39.95
ISBN 9781928896524
The ability to use language (speak, read, write) is not something that
children suddenly or automatically develop. It is a culmination of
experiences with language that begin at birth. Sharing stories (oral
storytelling, books) and other story experiences (conversations, songs,
poems, rhymes) with infants and toddlers is critical to building their
emerging literacy skills. At the same time, it expands their experience
and understanding of the world, and is a wonderful opportunity for
fostering close relationships with infants and toddlers.
Sprinkled with helpful and delightful vignettes and ideas for stories
to share, From Lullabies to Literature explains how the many types of
stories and story experiences are best used with very young children,
with a particular focus on using books, and how caregivers can plan
and provide story experiences most effectively, including by partnering
with families.
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Making Links
A Collaborative Approach to Planning and Practice in Early Childhood Services
Anne Stonehouse and Janet Gonzalez-Mena
192 Pages  •  P/B  •  $49.95
ISBN 9781876138165
Written by two highly regarded early childhood professionals, this
collaborative approach focuses on what you need to know about
children, how you translate that information into plans and practice
in programs, and ways to engage parents in the process.
There are linking concepts that run through the entire book. They are:
• authentic experiences
• a broad approach to planning
• parents and children as partners with practitioners
• a positive image of the child
• discipline and guidance
• diversity and inclusion

Endorsed by
Early Childhood Australia

Making Links Parent Partner
A Guide for Parents About What Matters in Early Childhood Services
Anne Stonehouse and Janet Gonzalez-Mena
112 Pages  •  P/B  •  $3.50
ISBN 9781876138226
This booklet, written for parents, is about what really matters —
for children and their families — in early childhood services.
The messages come from a book written for early childhood
professionals called Making Links: A Collaborative Approach
to Planning and Practice in Early Childhood Services
(Pademelon Press 2004).
This is the first publication in the Parent Partner series. Booklets in
this series accompany some of the books published by Pademelon
Press and aim to assist parents and early childhood professionals to
work together in early care and education.
SPECIAL OFFER! PURCHASE MULTIPLE COPIES
FOR A SPECIAL PRICE Packs of 10 for $29.95
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Stories for Telling
Rhymes, Puppets, Drama
Yvonne Winer
Full Colour  •  176 Pages  •  P/B  •  $69.95
ISBN 9781876138196

‘Stories for Telling is a wonderful resource for all early childhood
professionals. Yvonne Winer provides the reader with a wealth of
stories, ideas and wisdom that will inspire your imagination and
encourage you to step into the magical world of storytelling. The
stories are set out in such a way that they are easy to follow with the
ideas, actions and colour photographs supporting the overall theme
of the book, enthralling and magical.’
Lyn Bower, Department of Early Childhood,
University of Southern Queensland

Playgrounds That Work
Creating Outdoor Play Environments for Children Birth to Eight
Pauline Berry
144 Pages  •  P/B  •  $44.95
ISBN 9781876138106
  
This book offers early childhood staff, students, management
committees and others working with young children the
information needed to create appropriate outdoor learning
environments based on children’s playground behaviour,
interests and developmental needs. Designed to assist and
encourage the involvement of early childhood workers and
members of the community in the planning-process.
Information about drawing up a concept design is included
to enable early childhood centres tp present their own basic
designs to landscapers and contractors.

www.pademelonpress.com.au

25

Adults And Children Learning Together
Pam Hanna
112 Pages  •  P/B  •  $39.95
ISBN 9781876138211
Through the use of many colourful and interesting stories and examples,
this book makes a very persuasive case for looking carefully and listening
sensitively to children as a basis for planning. Relevant to both centrebased and family day care settings, in both Australia and New Zealand, it
gives new meaning to the idea of ‘starting with the child’.
Written for educators who are focused on, and proactive about extending
young children’s learning.

Practical Solutions to Practically Every Problem
The Early Childhood Teacher’s Manual — Revised Edition
Steffen Saifer, Australian Edition adapted by Susan Clark
112 Pages  •  P/B  •  $29.95
ISBN 9781876138189
This updated classic offers hundreds of tested solutions for the tricky
problems, questions, and concerns that are part of every early childhood
professional’s day.
New topics include:
• helping children deal with traumatic life events
• developing a curriculum
• working with mixed-age groups
• children who are ill and other health concerns including allergies,
anaphylactic shock, asthma, and head lice, etc.
• using computers in the service
Each chapter also includes an updated resource list, including several
useful websites. For beginning and experienced teachers alike, this
‘how-to’ book on centre management is like having your own counsellor
in the room. An essential resource for all early childhood services.
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Health in Early Childhood Settings
From Emergencies to the Common Cold
Professor Frank Oberklaid
232 Pages  •  P/B  •  $28.95
ISBN 9781876138173
For people working with children from birth to eight years, this
user-friendly guide offers information about the more common
health issues and problems of early childhood.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Emergencies
Immunisation and infection control
First aid kits
Injury prevention
The sick baby and child
Common illnesses
Infections and early childhood staff
Typical and atypical development and behaviour
Behaviour management
Family issues
Symptom list

Policy Development In Early Childhood Settings
From Idea to Evaluation
Leanne Gibbs
184 Pages  •  P/B  •  $39.95
ISBN 9781876138288
The aim of this book is to make the job of developing and writing a
policy for all types of early childhood and out of school hours care
services less complicated. It unpacks the process of policy
development by giving guidance in the three key elements of
accurate knowledge, the right tools, and common sense. It also
provides background information, resources and real material.
The book is grounded in the realities of service operation and is
based on the fact that time is precious and limited.
Policy Development in Early Childhood Settings acknowledges the
uniqueness of each service. Along with the explanation of process and
requirements there is a range of examples and policy excerpts, plus
anecdotal accounts designed to promote clarity and assist services to
formulate and implement their own unique policies.
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Pademelon Press represents quality US and UK Publishers.
We have the best selling and most appropriate titles listed for sale on our website,
and we are always updating it with new titles as they become available.
If you want to find out information about their other publications please call
or email us using the Contact Us page, or check their website.

Bright Ring Publishing - US
Dimensions Educational - US
Exchange - US
Gryphon House Inc - US
Harvest Resources - US
Highscope Press - US
Ideals Publications - US
Mindstretchers - UK
NAEYC - US
New Horizons - US
Redleaf Press - US
Siren Films - UK
Teachers College Press - US

BEST SELLING TI
TLES
DISTRIBUTED BY
PADEMELON PR
ESS

Australian titles distributed by Pademelon Press

Children’s Imagination
Creativity Under Our Noses
Ursula Kolbe
110 Pages  •  P/B  •  $29.95
ISBN 9780975772232
Is today’s pressure on parents and teachers sidelining children’s play?
Artist and educator Ursula Kolbe opens our eyes and ears to what’s
happening ‘under our noses’ when children play—with anything from
seedpods to felt-tip pens or even an iPad. Kolbe’s stories reveal that
unstructured and unhurried play—as neuroscientists, psychologists
and educators have long said—encourages children to become
imaginative and inventive thinkers.
By looking at children’s responses to the unexpected in play,
Children’s Imagination: Creativity Under Our Noses uncovers
valuable clues to what sparks creativity in us all.

Contents
Introduction

‘Inspiring and a joy to read. Ursula Kolbe reveals the importance of
paying attention to the myriad possibilities that children find in
everyday materials and provides insights into their thinking. She
encourages the adult to be present—not in control or with outcomes
in mind—but rather to participate as needed and to appreciate the
wonder that children find in their play.’

Part One:
What Sparks Children’s Imagination
Wendy Shepherd, Director, Mia-Mia Child and Family Study Centre,
Found Surprises
Macquarie University, Sydney
Enticing Spaces
Together in the Moment
Graphic Exploration: A Universal Form of Play
‘Nothing is Born of Nothing’
Part Two: Nourishing and Supporting
Creative Thinking
Learning From Children
Reflections to Build On
Time, Space and Materials
Final Words
Practical Matters
Notes
Further Reading
Index
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Australian titles distributed by Pademelon Press
Rapunzel’s Supermarket - Second Edition
All About Young Children and Their Art
Ursula Kolbe
136 Pages  •  P/B  •  $69.95
ISBN 9780975772218
This highly acclaimed book now has an additional chapter and
revised reading list. This inspirational book is filled with ideas for
helping children realise their potential as image-makers. Building on
children’s curiosity about their world, it offers many suggestions for
drawing, painting, collage, clay work, puppet making and much more.
Invites readers to look at how children find magic in everyday things
and how they delight in discovering colours, shapes, textures and
patterns. Offers new insights into the complexities of children’s image
making. Looks at kinds of image-making of greatest use to young
children-drawing, painting, clay work, collage, construction and
printmaking-and shows how they enable children to explore and
communicate thoughts. Empowers the adult with the confidence
to appreciate, support and guide children’s image-making as a
co-explorer.
Contents
The Story behind the Title
About this book
Magic in Everyday Things
Time for Looking
Looking at Marks and Lines
Discovering Shapes
Discovering Forms
Discovering Colours
Discovering Textures
Discovering Patterns
Discovering Light and Shadow
Kinds of Image-making
Drawing
Painting
Claywork
Collage
Building and Construction
Printmaking
Rubbings
Bookmaking
Puppet People
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Sharing Interests and Passions
Tails Straight and Wiggly
Castles: Enclosures for the Imagination
The World of Trees
Journeys with Children
Other Matters
Creating Studio Spaces
Displaying and Documenting Children’s
Work
Should I Draw for My Child?
Colouring-in Books
Copying
What About Gallery Visits?
Sunlight and Shadow
Recipes
Further Reading
Acknowledgements
Index
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Australian titles distributed by Pademelon Press
It’s Not a Bird Yet
The Drama of Drawing
Ursula Kolbe
120 Pages  •  P/B  •  $69.95
ISBN 9780975772201
Building on her enormously popular book, Rapunzel’s Supermarket,
Ursula Kolbe takes an in-depth look at the rich possibilities of drawing.
Filled with engaging anecdotes that illustrate the often-overlooked social
dimensions of drawing, It’s Not a Bird Yet offers new ways of looking at
drawing. Beautifully illustrated, in full colour, it celebrates drawing as a
powerful tool for thinking and imagining.

Contents
Introduction
Part One: Tuning into children’s drawings
Marvel with me!: Early drawing:
making marks and making meaning.
Wee-oh! Wee-oh! Wee- oh!:
Action drawing and pretend play.
Hey, you forgot to draw her hair!:
Depicting people and animals
From holding hands to meaning words:
Depicting relationships of various kinds
Because it has the same things:
A passion for visual order, patterns
and decoration
That’s the water: Spontaneous
attempts to draw from life: Learning
to see.
The Heart Family and where they live:
Story-drawing: A way to explore big
ideas?
It’s Super Boy’s cape!:
Popular culture in children?s drawings
What you can do:
Ways to encourage and support

It’s Not a Bird Yet takes us beyond traditional accounts of developmental
stages and gives insight into how children playfully use drawing for
various purposes; shows children investigating topics collaboratively over
periods of time, brainstorming ideas through drawing and using drawing
as a springboard for work with other media; highlights the joys of ‘learning
to see” through observational drawing; looks at uses of the photocopier,
overhead projector and computer as well as simple cut-outs to extend
drawing; discusses how you can assist when children ask for help;
provides an extensive section on materials, tools, techniques
and resources.
Part Two: Investigating with children
The ant, the crumb and the queen of ants: Collaborative investigations
Of whales, dragons and soccer games: A community of enquirers
The garbage machine: From drawing plans to building a machine
News reports: Confronting disaster and tragedy
What you can do: Ways to deepen investigations
Part Three: Enchanting the eye, expanding horizons
What does the eye see?: Observation drawing
Visual surprise: From cut-outs to digital technology
Encounters with other imaginations: Drawings by contemporary artists
Part Four: Other matters
I can’t draw wings!: How to help when asked
Underpinnings: Materials, tools, technique and resources
Notes
Further Readings
Index
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Australian titles distributed by Pademelon Press
Educating Palates
Healthy Food for Growing Bodies and Minds — A Guide for Families & Childcare Centres
Tony Sharpe
286 Pages  •  P/B  •  $35.00
ISBN 9780646576381
A cook book for growing bodies and minds.
All children need to be guided at some stage and taught how to eat healthily.
Educating a child’s palate is a rewarding process.
Long before celebrity chefs stormed our televisions demanding school
canteens revolutionise and forego processed foods for healthier options,
there was a small childcare centre in the Blue Mountains called Lizzards
where the children had a daily changing menu of seasonal produce
lovingly homecooked by a qualified chef – Tony Sharpe.

Contents
Why birth to three?
Why literacies birth to three?
What principles of teaching and learning underpin this book?
How can we monitor the literacy learning of children birth to three?
How is this book organised?
Chapter One
Interacting with others
Chapter Two
Engaging with texts
Chapter Three
Languages of self-expression
Chapter Four
Symbols, patterns and mark-making
Chapter Five
Information communication
technologies (ICT) and early
literacy earning
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“MY child won’t eat THAT!” parents would say on their first visit to
Lizzards, yet within weeks they were eating more than their words and
begging Tony for his recipes. “NOW they’ll only eat YOUR food. What’s
your secret?”...and so this book was written.
Tony’s aim in writing Educating Palates was to give day care centres
and parents a simple tool to positively enhance the mental and
physical development of their children. Not just a cookbook, Tony also
gives tips for fussy eaters, lists healthier substitutes for common
ingredients, shows which additives to avoid and suggests ways to
positively engage children in healthier choices. Each recipe is written
for both a family of four and a group of 30 children.
“Developing a child’s palate will not only create healthier and happier
children, but it will also help bring families together at meal times, lower
preparation times and reduce ingredient costs.”
Tony has a deep concern for the poor diets that some families and long
day car centres are feeding our children. Obesity is on the increase and
the use of preservatives and processed food is widespread. Educating
Palates emphasises the use of whole foods which are high in fibre and
low GI. These are easy and cheap to prepare recipes developed from
Tony’s experience working with children over the last 20 years.
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